
Weekly WHRI Community Update – April 3, 2020 
 
Sent on behalf of Dr. Lori Brotto, Executive Director, WHRI 
 
Dear WHRI community, 
 
We have now completed approximately three weeks of physical distancing and I hope that for some of 
you, you are settling into a new normal. It is clear that we are preparing for a marathon and not a quick 
sprint with this epidemic. This means taking steps to make longer term plans for distancing and 
isolation, and the associated impacts on our research community.  I want to acknowledge that this has 
been extremely challenging for many of us, and I am proud of the extensive measures I have seen British 
Columbians take to adhere to the Provincial Health Officer guidelines. Our consistent actions to follow 
social distancing guidelines and wash our hands is evident and it is imperative that we stay the course. 
 
As you know, the research curtailment process was rolled out on C&W campus on March 27, 2020 and 
in alignment with the processes rolled out at UBC, was originally in effect until April 15, 2020.  In 
accordance with guidance from the Provincial Health Officer, UBC has extended this curtailment of 
research activities until April 30, 2020, and the WHRI will follow the same extension deadline. Those 
who have received a research exemption already will automatically have their exemptions extended to 
April 30. Principal Investigators who wish to still apply for a research exemption, particularly if they are 
beginning COVID-related research, can do so by following this link: 
https://rc.bcchr.ca/redcap/surveys/?s=8MWWRETF78. 
 
We ask that all Principal Investigators discuss this curtailment extension with their research personnel, 
administrative staff and trainees and adjust any plans already in place accordingly. For questions related 
to research operations, institutional approvals, and ethics, please see the following contact information:  
 
Research operations: Dr. Kathryn Dewar KDewar@cw.bc.ca , Senior Research Manager WHRI 
Research in BCWH Ambulatory Programs: Nicole Prestley, Nicole.Prestley@cw.bc.ca, Research Manager 
Research in BCWH Maternal Newborn and Maternity Ambulatory Programs:  Arezu Moshrefzadeh 
Arezu.Moshrefzadeh@phsa.ca , Research Manager 
Research in BCWH Neonatal Programs: Esther AlonsoPrieto, esther.alonsoprieto@cw.bc.ca Research 
Manager 
C&W Research Ethics Board: Jennie Prasad jprasad@bcchr.ubc.ca, C&W REB Manager 
 
On April 2, 2020, our academic community received the devastating news that the CIHR Spring 2020 
Project Grant competition was cancelled. Nominated Principal Applicants (NPA) from the Spring 2020 
Project Grant competition will be given the option to bring their submission forward automatically to 
the Fall 2020 Project Grant competition, including the ability to provide a one-page supplement for 
additional support data or publications. NPAs will also have the option to withdraw their application and 
resubmit a new or updated application to the Fall competition. 
 
We send our sincere sympathies to all of our investigators who invested considerable time in this 
competition, and we thank the Research & Technology Development Office at BCCHR for their tireless 
support with so many of these applications. 
 
On a positive note, the Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research, at the request of the BC Ministry 
of Health, has announced some new strategic research activities, including a COVID-19 Research 
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Response Fund. The MSFHR COVID-19 Research Response Fund will support research questions arising 
out of the COVID-19 pandemic. More details about this fund will be provided on April 6, 2020. See 
attached email for more details with regards to the priority areas. 
 
We will continue sending weekly email updates, every Friday at 4 pm PST, which summarize the key 
updates each week.  If you have information you would like included in this email, please send to 
Lori.Brotto@cw.bc.ca and Nicole.Prestley@cw.bc.ca by 5 pm each Thursday. 
 
In addition, we will be creating a C&W specific COVID-19 Research information page. Stay tuned!  
 
Please continue to play your part to flatten the curve by maintaining social distance, thoroughly washing 
your hands, and following the provincial health officer’s daily recommendations. Together, we will get 
through this. 
 
Sincerely, 
Lori Brotto 
Executive Director, Women’s Health Research Institute 
 
Updates from March 28 – April 3rd  
 
Are you conducting or plan to conduct COVID-19 related research? The WHRI is interested in learning 
about any members who have received REB approval to do COVID-19 related research, as well as any 
WHRI members who plan to undertake COVID-19 related research. If this relates to you, please 
complete this REDCap Survey (OR paste the link https://rc.bcchr.ca/redcap/surveys/?s=RLWWH7JMA7 
into Google Chrome).   
If you have any questions, please email Kathryn Dewar: KDewar@cw.bc.ca. 
 
 
In alignment with our academic partners, Research Curtailment on the C&W campus has been extended 
to April 30, 2020.  We ask that all Principal Investigators discuss this curtailment extension with their 
research personnel, administrative staff and trainees and adjust any plans already in place accordingly. 
 
As a reminder the BCCHR/WHRI/BCMHSUS Exemption Form was launched and will be required for any 
research requested to continue on site during the COVID-19 pandemic.  Please note that only research 
which has been approved by the exemption process will be permitted to take place onsite at C&W. If 
your research was not approved as exempt, no one from the research team is permitted to be onsite to 
take part in any aspect of the research. If you have questions please direct them to KDewar@cw.bc.ca. 
 
 
On March 31, 2020 Dr. Kim McGrail reached out to the research community [Attached: Email]. In an 
effort to fast-track COVID-19 related research, PopData BC has created a survey to capture all the 
emerging research ideas currently underway in BC.  By gathering these ideas, PopData BC will be able 
to assess the data and support needs that are required, and use this information to continue 
conversations with the Ministry of Health.  
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If this relates to you, we ask that you please consider completing the survey which is available 
here: https://ubc.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eJpN1RFrLJqGHOJ.  For more information, please refer 
to the original message below or visit https://www.popdata.bc.ca/contactus. 
 
 
FUNDING AGENCY UPDATES and OPPORTUNITIES: 
 
CIHR Cancels the Spring 2020 Project Grant competition 
The Canadian Institute for Health Research (CIHR) has announced that the Spring 2020 Project Grant has 
been cancelled. All applicants for the competition can find more information regarding the cancellation: 
Read the full message from Dr. Michael Strong 
Consult the FAQs 
More Information for the research community 
 
 
Upcoming COVID-19 Funding Opportunities  
In order to mobilize resources to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic, a number of organizations and 
agencies are offering COVID-19 funding opportunities, follow the links below for more information: 
 Ongoing - Genome BC – Rapid Response Funding for COVID-19 Research Projects 
 4/17 - Canadian Frailty Network - Request for Proposals: Frailty and COVID-19 
 Ongoing until 6/1 - NSERC - Alliance COVID-19 grants 
 Ongoing - National Research Council of Canada - The COVID-19 Pandemic Response 

Challenge Program 
 
 
For an updated list of date changes to competitions follow the links below:  
 
updated NSERC –Alliance Grants Option 2 
4/14 Canadian Cancer Society - Research Grants For Uterine Carcinosarcoma And Other Aggressive 
Uterine Cancers 
4/14 CIHR – Planning and Dissemination Grants – ICS 
4/17 (NOI) - CIHR – Catalyst Grant : Cannabis and Mental Health 
4/29 (LOI) date change TBA – Canadian Cancer Society - Impact Grants 
5/5 (NOI) - CIHR - Early Career Investigators in Maternal, Reproductive, Child & Youth Health (2020) 
5/22 - Cancer Research Society - Scholarships for the Next Generation of Scientists 
5/29 - Mental Health Council of Canada - Community-Based Research Projects in Cannabis and Mental 
Health 
5/29 - Government of Canada – Canada Research Chairs 
6/30 - MSFHR - 2020 Innovation To Commercialization Competition 
7/15 - NFRF –2020 Transformation Competition 
7/17 - MSFHR - MSFHR Health Professional-Investigator (HP-I) Program 
8/24 - CIHR - Healthy Ageing with the Support of Digital Solutions 
9/21 Canadian Foundation for Women’s Health – 
 The CFWH General Research Grant Guidelines 
 Shoppers Drug Mart Namesake Grant for Women’s Health 
 The Dawn Walker Grant 

9/28 MSFHR 
 2020 Reach Competition 
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 2020 Convening & Collaborating Competition 
. 
 
 
For a list of all funding agency responses to COVID-19 and competition deadline changes, please see the 
April 1st update from Eric Lussier, Grants Facilitator. If you have any questions regarding deadlines for 
grants, please don’t hesitate to contact Eric directly: eric.ducharmelussier@cw.bc.ca.  
 
HEALTH RESOURCES 
 
Peer Psychosocial Support at C&W: confidential service to support staff who may be experiencing 
heightened feelings of stress or anxiety as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. You can expect a 
confidential conversation with a colleague who has mental health training and background who has 
experience in providing support related to stress, anxiety and other emotional experiences.  We can 
share helpful strategies for coping and additional resources to support you. We are unable to provide 
mental health crisis management or formal therapy.  To access this service 
email workplacewellness@cw.bc.ca or phone 604-875-2982. Leave your first name, telephone 
number, the site you work at and a time or times we can reach you.  Service available: Monday-Friday, 
7am-7pm. 
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