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VISION

       VALUES

• To encourage 
excellence and 
innovative thinking 
in women-centred 
health research

• To be ethical and 
transparent in our 
actions and activities

• To be equitable and 
inclusive in all we do

• To respect diversity 
and promote 
a sustainable 
environment for 
women’s health 
research

 

    MANDATE

• To act as the research 
arm of BC Women’s 
Hospital & Health 
Centre

• To act as the face 
of women’s health 
research for the 
Provincial Health 
Services Authority

• To support research 
activities designed to 
improve the health 
and health care of 
women throughout 
British Columbia

 

Leading research: better 
health for all women

Creating new knowledge 
and evidence based 
solutions that inform 
and transform the 
health care of all women

MISSION
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At this time of change and new beginnings we are pleased to present this Women’s Health 

Research Institute (WHRI) report. This report completes our time as a new and novel research 

institute established as a not for profit society, hosted by B.C. Women’s Hospital and the PHSA. 

Since our launch in 2005, we are pleased to report we have been extraordinarily successful in 

putting broad, translational women’s health research on the map. We have established a dry 

lab site at B.C. Women’s, and have collaborated extensively with investigators throughout B.C., 

nationally, and internationally. We have succeeded in attracting 47 full members, 42 associate 

members, and 18 affiliate members. We have had substantial grant success which has increased 

yearly, during tight fiscal times. And, most importantly, new knowledge generated by our 

investigators has already been translated into improved care.

All of this has been achieved through the hard work of a small but dedicated and committed 

staff. The support of our Foundation and other key supporters, particularly the Ismaili 

Community, has been invaluable. Importantly, this has been led and guided by a highly effective 

Board of Directors.

We are very excited to enter our new phase as the Women’s Health Research Institute for 

B.C. Women’s Hospital, as a fully integrated unit in the hospital, but will greatly miss our ever 

supportive Board of Directors who were with us over our years as a not for profit society.

Thank you to all that brought the WHRI into existence; we look forward to even greater success 

in this new chapter for women’s health research in B.C.

Yours sincerely,

Deborah Money
Vice President, Research

BC Women’s Hospital & Health Centre

Eileen Stewart
WHRI Board Chair

THANk yOU.
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Research focused on patients and other users of health services is the cornerstone of evidence-based 
health care, a modern construct of clinical care largely pioneered in Canada*. Clinical research, particu-
larly in the hospital setting, allows investigators to make rigorous comparisons among new and current 
diagnostic, therapeutic, and preventative approaches, ultimately providing evidence as to “best prac-
tice” to better inform evidence-based medicine. 

More than any other branch of research, research in the clinical setting is where the most immediate 
and profound effects on human health and well-being are realized. On a global scale, the impact of 
clinical research has been integral to the development of life-saving vaccines, the discovery of effec-
tive disease treatments, and the evolution of health care from its most basic rudiments to the complex 
system that exists today. 

The WHRI has enhanced the research environment and infrastructure at BC Women’s Hospital & 
Health Centre through the provision of mentorship, methodology consultation, assistance with ethics 
applications, study management, research coordination, grants facilitation and the award of catalyst 
funding. On the next page are examples of just some of the research projects which have been facili-
tated by the WHRI in each of the identified areas of BC Women’s Hospital in the past year.

WHRI CLINICAL 
RESEARCH 
FACILITATION

* Evidence-Based Medicine Working Group. Evidence-Based Medicine: A New Approach to Teaching the Practice of Medicine. 
JAMA. 1992; 268(17): 2420-2425.



8      WHRI Annual Report 2010-2011 WHRI Annual Report 2010-2011      9      

WHRI Clinical Research Facilitation

Birthing /Acute Perinatal / Postpartum Program (APP)
Defining the role of vaginal microbial ecology in preterm birth
PI: D. Money Funding: March of Dimes Prematurity Research 
The Childbearing Health and Related Service Needs of Newcomers to Canada
PI: B. Palmer Funding: CIHR
APP: Anaesthesia consultation
TAPAS – abdominal tap block as an alternate form of pain relief post c-section for morphine sensitive individuals
PI: R. Preston Funding: Supported by WHRI Ismaili funds
SWEET – measures CSF glucose in patients with planned c-sections receiving spinal anaesthesia
PI: J. Douglas Funding: Supported by WHRI Ismaili funds
“How fast are we?” - General anaesthesia vs. spinal anaesthesia for emergent c-section deliveries: a simulation based study
PI: V. Gunka
Anaesthesia Research Group
PI: R. Preston Funding: WHRI Capacity Building Award

CARE Program
Better Contraceptive Choices for Marginalized Women: 
Immediate vs. Interval Insertion of Intrauterine 
Contraception after Second Trimester Abortion
PI: W. Norman Funding: CIHR, Bayer, WHRI 
Team Infrastructure grant
Does Social Support impact a woman’s experience of 
and recovery from a pregnancy termination?
PI: Z. Hodgson Funding: Vancouver Foundation
A Review of Physician Anaesthesia Prescribing 
Practices in an Abortion Clinic in British Columbia
PI: B. Fitzsimmons Funding: WHRI-supported 
summer student project

Best Birth Clinic
The impact of doula support during labour for 
women in the South Community Birth Program: 
What maternity care providers and doulas believe.
PI: P. Janssen, Funding: Supported in kind by 
the WHRI

BCWH Patient & Family Education 
Program
Does group prenatal care improve outcomes for 
mothers and newborns?
PI: R. Hall Funding: WHRI Sue Harris 
Research Award

Women’s Health Centre (WHC)
WHC: Asian Women’s Health Clinic 
Mammography Uptake Study in Asian Canadians
PI: J. Kwong, Funding: BC Cancer Agency
WHC: Heart Program for Women
After Gestational Diabetes: A Type II Diabetes 
Prevention program
PI: N. Prodan-Bhalla, R. Sanghera
WHC: Osteoporosis Program
Phosphorus Intakes and Calcium Supplementation 
Practices of Elderly Chinese Women Eating a 
Traditional Diet
PI: D. Reid, Funding: Nutritional services at 
C&W
WHC: Early Pregnancy Assessment Clinic
A Canadian urban early pregnancy assessment clinic: 
A review of the first year of operation
PI: S. Rhone, Funding: Supported in kind by 
the WHRI

WHRI Clinical Research Facilitation

Oak Tree Program
Mechanism of Aging Following Exposure to 
Antiretroviral Drugs/ Emerging Team Grant in HIV 
Therapy and Aging
PI: H. Cote Funding: CIHR
A Study of the Immunobiology of an HPV VLP 
Vaccine in a Cohort of HIV Positive Girls and 
Women
PI: D. Money Funding: CIHR
If Hepatitis C Virus (HCV) is an Opportunist 
Infection, Why has HAART not lead to Dramatic 
Improvements in Liver Disease?
PI: M. Klein; Site PI: N. Pick Funding: CIHR

Diabetes in Pregnancy Clinic
After Gestational Diabetes: A Type 2 Diabetes 
Prevention Project
PI: P. Janssen, Funding: Supported in kind by 
the WHRI

UBC Centre for Reproductive Health
Noninvasive assessment of embryo quality in human 
in vitro fertilization: metabolomic profiling of embryo 
culture media with Raman spectroscopy
PI: A. Cheung Funding: WHRI Catalyst Grant

Diagnostic Ambulatory Program (DAP)
DAP: Diagnostic ultrasound, fetal assessment and 
treatment, and prenatal procedures
Assessment of variability in Ultrasound Measurements of 
BPD, HC, AC and FL
PI: A. Gagnon, Funding: Supported in kind by the 
WHRI 
Research in Advanced Fetal Diagnosis and Therapy (RAFT) 
Group
PI: C. Mayer, Funding: WHRI Capacity Building Award
Sonography of normal and pathological cortical lamination 
and maturation of the fetal brain 
PI: D. Pugash, Funding: Supported in kind by the 
WHRI
DAP: Newborn Care
Detection of Congenital CMV Infection in Children at the 
Highest Risk of Developing Late Onset Hearing Loss
PI: E. Castillo Funding: Children’s Telethon
DAP: Medical Genetics Program
An Estimation of the Prevalence of Gastroschisis in British 
Columbia
PI: L. Dahlgren Funding: WHRI-supported summer 
student project
Impact of genetic counselling for women who have a family 
history of a major mental illness
PI: J. Austin, Funding: BC Women’s Auxiliary
DAP: BC Prenatal Genetic Screening Program
Can PAPPA2 be used as an early marker of preeclampsia?
PI: J. Christians Funding: WHRI Nelly Auersperg 
Award

Fir Square Combined Maternity 
Care Unit
An Evaluation of Rooming-in among 
Substance-exposed Newborns in British 
Columbia
PI: R. Abrahams Funding: BC Children’s 
Telethon
Effects of ultrasound on maternal-fetal 
bonding and compliance: A comparison of 
two schedules of two-dimensional imaging
PI: R. Abrahams, Funding: WHRI Sue 
Harris Research Award
A Minority Group? Examining the nature, 
sustainability and treatment practices of BC’s 
MMT prescriber workforce
PI: A. Salmon Funding: BC Mental 
Health and Addictions
Healing Ourselves: Mothers Recovering from 
Grief and Loss in Vancouver’s Downtown 
Eastside
PI: A. Salmon Funding: Victoria 
Foundation

Aurora Centre Program
Developing a Protocol for Respectful 
Health Research involving Substance-Using 
Women 
PI: A. Salmon, Funding: CIHR
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DESCRIPTIONS OF THE 2011 
SHFPRG WINNERS’ PROjECTS

Effects of ultrasound viewing frequency on maternal-fetal bonding and compliance. 
Dr. Ron Abrahams and Dr. Zoe Hodgson - $5,000
See Award Winner Researcher Spotlight on page 12.

Does group prenatal care improve outcomes for mothers and newborns?
Leslie Clough, Dr. Karen Buhler, Dr. Reneé Fernandez & Dr. Renee Hall - $5,000

Connecting Pregnancy is an innovative type of prenatal care providing health assessment, prenatal education, and peer 
support to women and their partners in a group structure. This program is provided at BC Women’s Hospital (BCWH) by 
the Family Practice Maternity Service (FPMS) in collaboration with the Patient and Family Education program. The FPMS 
provides both traditional and group prenatal care. With its limited number of physicians, standardized early pregnancy, 
delivery, and post partum care, and the same environment for delivery, the FPMS provides an ideal setting within which 
to compare group prenatal care with traditional care. In the proposed prospective case-control study this program is 
evaluated for improved outcomes in patient satisfaction, rating of self-efficacy and for improved health outcomes for 
mother and baby compared to a similar patient population receiving traditional care.

Community for the Pap: Predictors and Needs of Never and Under-Screened Queer Women.
Dr. Andrea Szewchuk & Dr. Betty Callam - $1,500

In Canada, women who have sex with women have lower rates of cervical screening uptake than women who engage 
in heterosexual behavior, despite being at increased risk for cervical neoplasia. Previous studies have identified screening 
barriers, including decreased perception of risk in both women and their care providers. Few studies, however, focus 
specifically on the experiences of women who are not accessing appropriate screening. This project will involve a mixed-
methods community-based participatory research approach to explore the issues associated with never and under-
screening in queer women. A working group of key informants and community members will be recruited in order to 
identify key screening issues. Interviews with these collaborators will be used to create a survey which will be distributed 
to women online. Following, community forums will decide how results will be used and make suggestions for improved 
practice and screening in this group.

Health Care Barriers of Women Seeking Refuge in Transitional Shelters.
Dr. Elena Paraskevopoulos - $2,500
Everyday in Canada, approximately 4000 women and children seek refuge in shelters. Studies confirm that the lack of 
permanent residence and the usage of shelter facilities increase the risk of developing health problems and encountering 
barriers to care.  While this population of women is often most at risk for health deterioration, it also faces the most 
difficulty finding health information, as well as preventative, acute and/or chronic care. The aim of this research project is 
to identify the barriers to care as perceived by women residing in transitional shelters,  and to demonstrate that women in 
housing crisis experience limitations to health care access. This study will explore women’s perceptions of health access, 
barriers to care, and methods of improving the current system.  In order to address these issues, focus group sessions will 
be held in women-focused transitional shelters throughout Vancouver. 

Congratulations!

WHRI FACILITATES FAMILy 
PRACTICE RESEARCH
Sue Harris Family Practice Research Fund
Grant Recipients: 2010 & 2011

Left to right: [2010 Recipients] Dr. 
Jessica Chiles, Dr. Meghan Guy,  Dr. 
Caroline Turner.[2011 Recipients] 
Dr. Andrea Szewchuk, Dr. Elena 
Paraskevopoulos, Ms. Leslie Clough, Dr. 
Karen Buhler, Dr. Zoe Hodgson.

Missing: [2011 Recipients] Dr. Ron 
Abrahams, Dr. Betty Callam, Dr. Renée 
Fernandez, Dr. Renee Hall

The Sue Harris Family Practice Research Fund honours the life and values of Dr. Sue Harris, a highly regarded family 
doctor and former Head of the Department of Family Practice at BC Women’s Hospital. Criteria for the grant reflect her 
values which include:  
• a commitment to full-spectrum family practice primary care
• a woman-centred focus
• collaborative care
• a holistic approach
• a respect for innovation, and
• a commitment to supporting improvements in practice

The Sue Harris Family Practice Research Grant (SHFPRG) supports research that contributes to women’s health within 
the discipline of family practice.
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Ultrasound scans have quickly gained popularity as a key 
component in the establishment of the bond between a 
mother and child, with research demonstrating increased 
feelings of maternal attachment following ultrasound 
scans.  Decreased maternal-fetal attachment in the 
prenatal period could have negative long-term effects 
on parental attachment.  These studies have focused on 
low-risk women with uncomplicated health needs, and 
no such research has been conducted among substance-
using women.  Targeting this vulnerable population has 
tremendous potential given the existing evidence base 
showing that substance-using women who have stronger 
maternal-fetal attachments are also more engaged with 
their prenatal health teams.  

The Fir Square Combined Care Unit (Fir) hosts one 
such prenatal healthcare team, which provides care for 
substance-using women and their newborns in a single 
unit.  In June 2011, Dr. Ron Abrahams and Dr. Zoë Hodgson 
received the Sue Harris Family Practice Research Grant to 
investigate the effects of the frequency of ultrasound scans 

on maternal-fetal bonding, reported drug-use and length of stay on the Fir unit.  It is thought that having more 
frequent ultrasounds increases maternal feelings of bonding and ultimately leads to greater compliance with 
prenatal care. Dr. Abrahams outlines the current practice on Fir: “Our clinical experience and approach presently 
on Fir Square is to offer regular ultrasound screening every two weeks.  Clinically, this is the cheapest bonding 
tool we have, and for women whose lives are complicated by trauma, disenfranchisement, and subsequent 
problematic substance use, facilitating gestational bonding for these moms is critical to improving outcomes.”

Although the current standard of practice on Fir is to offer bi-weekly ultrasounds to patients, this standard of 
care has never been formally evaluated.  “Even though many clinicians understand the emotional significance 
of ultrasound viewing, it is not acceptable to offer regular ultrasound screening without an obstetric indication 
because there is no evidence to justify this practice.  If we can show that ultrasounds are an easy and effective 
bonding tool that improves maternal health behaviors, this evidence can be used by other centers to justify 
integrating regular ultrasound screening into their prenatal care”. 

“Ultimately, we hope that through providing the best possible evidence-based care for marginalized women 
during pregnancy, more moms and babies will go home together and continue to become healthy families.”

SUE HARRIS AWARD WINNER 
RESEARCHER SPOTLIGHT: 
DR. RON ABRAHAMS & THE 
POWER OF ULTRASOUND

NELLy AUERSPERG AWARD 
WINNER RESEARCHER 
SPOTLIGHT: DR. jULIAN
CHRISTIANS & PAPPA2
Dr. Julian Christians won the 2011 Nelly Auersperg award for his project “Can PAPPA2 be used as an early 
marker of preeclampsia?”

Preeclampsia affects 5-7% of pregnancies and is a leading cause of maternal mortality. Currently there is no 
way to accurately predict this complication, and yet early identification of pregnancies at risk would facilitate 
monitoring and preventative treatment. There is therefore great interest in developing markers that indicate 
whether there may be a problem with placental development that puts a woman at risk of preeclampsia. One 
potential marker under investigation includes first-trimester levels of a protein called PAPPA in the maternal 
blood stream, which numerous studies have associated with a variety of diseases of pregnancy. More recently, 
a few studies have found that the levels of a related protein, PAPPA2, are higher at delivery in placentae from 
preeclamptic pregnancies. However, because PAPPA2 has only been studied in placental samples obtained at 
delivery, it is not clear whether PAPPA2 could be used for early screening, i.e., by measuring circulating levels 
of PAPPA2 protein in the first trimester. Dr. Christians’ research will be the first to address the potential of 
PAPPA2 as an early marker for placental disease. The study will measure first trimester PAPPA2 levels in blood 
samples obtained from two prenatal screening programs to determine (a) factors that contribute to variation 
in PAPPA2 levels in normal healthy pregnancies (e.g., gestational age at sampling, ethnicity, maternal weight, 
smoking, medication), and (b) whether first trimester PAPPA2 levels differ between healthy pregnancies and 
those that develop preeclampsia. Results from the study have tremendous potential to reduce infant and 
maternal morbidity and mortality.

The Nelly Auersperg Award is given annually to honour the work of UBC Professor 
Emeritus and longstanding researcher at BC Women’s Hospital, Dr. Nelly Auersperg. 
Nelly Auersperg, M.D., Ph.D., has both a medical and a basic science background, and 
is one of Canada’s foremost cancer cell biologists. She is an international leader in the 
establishment of laboratory techniques for the study of ovarian cancer. The Nelly 
Auersperg Award in Women’s Health Research is granted to a promising researcher in an 
area of women’s health to conduct an innovative research project (be it basic or applied 
science, using quantitative or qualitative methods on a topic related to women’s physical 
or mental health).
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NEWS FROM THE WHRI 
INTEGRATIVE GENOMICS 
CLUSTER: MAjOR SUCCESS FOR 
THE VAGINAL MICROBIOME 
GROUP INITIATIVE (VOGUE)  

In summer 2011, the VOGUE team (Vaginal Microbiome Group Initiative), lead by Dr. Deborah 
Money of the Women’s Health Research Institute and the University of British Columbia, was 
awarded $2.4 million from CIHR and Genome BC in support of their innovative work. Dr. Money 
and colleagues Dr. Janet Hill and Dr. Sean Hemmingsen at the University of Saskatchewan, Dr. Gregor Reid at the 
University of Western Ontario, and Dr. Alan Bocking at the University of Toronto, along with many other co-
investigators and collaborators from across Canada, are conducting pioneering research that employs sophisticated 
genomic tools to better characterize the microbial environment of the vagina, a research area that remains poorly 
understood.

The healthy vagina is host to millions of microorganisms, including many types of “good” bacteria that protect 
against invading pathogens, and help to promote healthy pregnancy. Until now, clinicians and scientists have had 
relatively unsophisticated tools at their disposal for studying this critically important ecosystem. It has only been 
with recent advances in genomic sequencing technology that researchers have been able to uncover and truly 
understand the sheer number and diversity of organisms that inhabit the vagina of healthy women. Essentially, 
from a single swab taken from the vagina, it is now possible to sequence a section of the DNA from each type of 
bacteria present, and use this unique DNA “fingerprint” to identify them. Knowing exactly which organisms are 
found in healthy women enable the development of new tools for diagnosing abnormal organisms, and better 
ways to treat infections and promote reproductive health.

Since receiving the award, which generated widespread national media coverage, the VOGUE team has made 
several preliminary discoveries that have been featured at international research conferences. Highlights include 
the presentation of eight abstracts at the 2011 International Human Microbiome Conference, including research 
results that showed that even among healthy women who report no symptoms, there are huge differences in 
kinds of bacteria that are present, and the relative amounts of these bacteria from woman to woman. Following 
this, two VOGUE trainees presented their research at the Annual Conference of the Infectious Diseases Society 
for Obstetrics and Gynecology in August 2011. Daljeet Mahal (UBC) presented evidence that HIV positive women 
show significantly greater variation in the types and abundance of bacteria present in the vagina than HIV 
negative women, and identified associations between specific types of bacteria and overall immune system 
health. Teenus Jayaprakash-Paramel (U Sask) presented new data that suggested that the bacteria known as 
Gardnerella vaginalis, which has been associated with unpleasant 
vaginal symptoms and infection in some, but not all women, may 
actually be four distinct sub-species. Only one of these sub-groups was 
associated with vaginal symptoms, which could have important clinical 
and diagnostic implications. Ms. Jayaprakash-Paramel received the 
prestigious Young Investigator Award for this work.

Taken together, these findings emphasize the importance of a broad 
clinical definition of vaginal health, and the need for interventions 
that are both personalized and targeted, in order to restore a microbial 
community that optimizes health in each individual woman.

VOGUE Team Workshop 2011
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THANk yOU TO THE ISMAILI 
COMMUNITy OF BC

From 2008 through to 2010, the Ismaili community of 
BC partnered with BC Women’s Hospital & Health Centre 
Foundation to raise funds for research into women’s health. 
This three year partnership raised a total of $909,843, and net 
proceeds have gone directly to the WHRI.

Thanks to these funds raised by the Ismaili Walk for Women, 
the WHRI will be able to catalyze women’s health research 
in a multitude of ways.  For example, the WHRI used these 
funds to hold its inaugural Research Capacity Building Award 
competition in 2010. Investigators were eligible to apply for up 
to $20,000 of infrastructure funding. It is with great pleasure 
that  we announce the winners of the Capacity Building Awards.

The Anesthesia Research Group

Infrastructure support from the WHRI Re-

search Capacity Building Award has allowed 

the Anesthesia Research Group, led by Dr. 

Roanne Preston, to establish a dedicated pro-

gram of high quality clinical research within 

the department. They have been able to hire a 

research assistant to coordinate the research 

program and they have been able to purchase 

the obstetrical monitoring equipment needed 

to conduct future studies into the effects of 

novel anesthetic medications and techniques. 

 

Ismaili Walk 2011

Research Associate Sponsors: Amica, A&W, LifeLabs, Park Place, Park Royal, Richard’s on Richards, Sodican, 
Stikeman Elliott 
Research Supporting Sponsors: Back to Wellness Centre, Baxter, Cardinal Health

BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS 
WITH… 

Michael Smith Foundation

The Michael Smith Foundation is celebrating its 10th 
anniversary this year; 10 years focused on strengthening 
BC’s health research enterprise. In the 2010/2011 year, 
there were 63 recipients of awards to support post-
doctoral fellowships. “Through these awards, MSFHR is 
investing in a healthy future for British Columbia,” says 
Dr. Bruce Clayman, MSFHR’s interim President and CEO. 
“Providing support to the scholars helps recruit and keep 
these exceptional investigators in BC, enabling them to 
establish research programs that can attract additional 
funding into the province. The post-doctoral fellows hold 
promise to become the next generation of premier health 
researchers.”

The WHRI partnered with the Michael Smith Foundation 
and NeuroDevNet this year in supporting a post-doctoral 
fellow.

The MSFHR-WHRI-NeuroDevNet Fellowship 2011 is 
supporting:

Gillian Hanley, Ph.D. Candidate

School of Population and Public Health, CFRI, University of 
British Columbia, Vancouver, BC

Project Title:

Socioeconomic status as a predicator for prenatal mental 
health, use of selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors during 
pregnancy, and infant outcomes

Award term: 2011-2014

Supervisors: Dr. Patricia Janssen & Dr. Tim Oberlander

UBC School of Population & 
Public Health

The WHRI partnered to support the UBC School of 
Population and Public Health’s Maternal Child Health 
(SPPH MCH) Theme in the year 2010/2011 by offering 
a practicum stipend to one of the Master’s in Public 
Health students and a scholarship to a graduate student 
undertaking a thesis in the area of maternal child health.

The Maternal Child Health Theme, co-led by Dr. Patricia 
Janssen and Dr. Tim Oberlander, takes a population health 
perspective on improving the health and well-being 
of women, children, youth and their families through 
research, education, advocacy, and administration.

UBC SPPH’s MCH theme fosters the development of the 
next generation of practitioners; whose specialty areas can 
range from infrastructure building (e.g. needs assessment 
to identify essential gaps in existing programs serving 
mothers and children), population health monitoring (e.g. 
incidence of very low birthweight infants), to applied 
prevention research (e.g. planning and evaluation of home-
based injury prevention programs for toddlers). 

These goals are complementary to the WHRI’s mission: 
“Creating new knowledge and evidence-based solutions 
that inform and transform the health and health care of all 
women”, and we look forward to announcing the award 
winners and continuing to strengthen our relationship 
with the SPPH.          The WHRI has also been able to use the Ismaili funds to build partnerships with the Michael Smith Foundation for 

Health Research and the UBC  School of Population and Public Health (see next page). Both partnerships  support 
trainees’ research in the area of women’s health. We are sincerely grateful for the support of the Ismaili community.

The RAFT Group

Infrastructure support from the WHRI Re-

search Capacity Building Award has allowed 

the Research in Advanced Fetal diagnosis 

and Therapy group, led by Dr. Chantal Mayer 

(formed in Feb. 2009), to move from a pre-

dominantly discussion group of investigators 

and clinicians to a productive working group 

advancing the field of fetal diagnosis and 

therapy. They have been able to hire a research 

assistant dedicated to coordinating projects 

and providing general research support.
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WHRI FUNDING: FISCAL yEAR 
2010-2011: 

Foundations & Granting Agencies

AstraZeneca Canada Inc.

Bayer, Inc. (Canada)

BCCDC

BC Children’s Hospital Foundation

BC Endocrine Research Foundation

BC Government

BC Medical Services Foundation

BCMHA Research Network

BC Women’s Hospital Foundation

Canadian Breast Cancer Research Alliance

CIHR

Coast Capital Savings Depression Research Foundation

Gilead Sciences Canada

GlaxoSmithKline Inc. (Canada)

Leslie Diamond Foundation

March of Dimes Birth Defects Foundation

Merck Frosst Canada Ltd.

MSFHR

Molly Towell Perinatal Research Foundation

NSERC

Novo-Nordisk

Pacifica Family Research Foundation

PHSA

PHAC

SSHRC

Society of Family Planning

Sue Harris Research Fund

UBC

Wyeth Canada

Operational Funding 2010/11: Total = $746,575

Research Funding 2010/11: Total = $2, 433, 534
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2008-09

2009-10
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2008-09 643,880 0 10,000 298,086 36,205 988,171

2009-10 1,309,258 8,200 15,000 600,616 781,489 2,714,563

2010-11 1,785,160 38,840 6,300 301,617 301,616.71 2,433,534

Tri-Council UBC Government Non-Profit Industry Total

WHRI Grant Funding Summary (FY 2008-2010)

WHRI FUNDING: 
A RETROSPECTIVE

Note: The funds presented in the above graph represent only those awarded to Full members of the WHRI. Funding to 
investigators whose primary affiliation is not the WHRI is not included in the above graph.

While the dollar amounts in the above graph represent the amounts that were released for those years, WHRI 
investigators have been incredibly successful in grant competitions. In some cases, investigators have won awards to be 
released over a period of 6 years! Funding from grants awarded this year will be reported in future years as the funding is 
released and available for use.  

In the WHRI’s inaugural report was the statement: “Since our inception in 2005, the WHRI investigators have generated 
more than $7.8 million in directly facilitated grants”. This total has now increased to more than $20 million in WHRI 
facilitated grants (This dollar amount includes funds that have been awarded, but not yet released, as well as funds to 
principal investigators who are not Full members of the WHRI).

Also in that report was the statement: “Our goal is to develop sustainable ongoing operational support to capitalize on 
our research funding success and leverage our resources to truly make our mark as a leader in cross-pillar women’s 
health research”. Becoming a fully integrated part of BC Women’s Hospital in September 2011 represents a significant step 
towards the realization of this goal.
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OUR PEOPLE
THE SUCCESS AND PHENOMENAL GROWTH OF THE WOMEN’S HEALTH RESEARCH INSTITUTE HAS 
BEEN MADE POSSIBLE BY THE SUPPORT OF OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF OUR 
TALENTED INVESTIGATORS, TRAINEES AND STAFF. IT IS THEIR COMMITMENT TO A BETTER FUTURE 
FOR WOMEN ACROSS BRITISH COLUMBIA AND AROUND THE WORLD THAT MAKES THE WHRI AN 

EMERGING LEADER IN WOMEN’S HEALTH RESEARCH.

Former Board Members (2005 – 2010)
Shashi Assanand
Byron Braley
Adrienne Chan
Jane Darville
Madeleine Dion Stout
Nancy Gallini
John Gilbert
Patricia Hunter
Joy Johnson
Ardath Paxton Mann
Elizabeth Whynot

Board of Directors 2010 - 2011
Chair  Eileen B. Stewart
Vice Chair  Janet Austin
Secretary  Jan Marston
Treasurer  Cheryl Hogg
  Nigel Banks
  Alison Buchan
  Jan Christilaw
  Laurie Clarke
  Lynda Cranston (delegate: Michael Marchbank)
  Karim Kassam
  Dorothy Shaw
  Gavin Stuart
  Kim van der Woerd

Dr. Deborah Money, Executive Director

Ms. Maryam Gholizadeh,

Executive Assistant 

Ms. Robyn Post, Executive Assistant

Mrs. Barbara Humphries, Administrative 

Manager

Mr. Sanjeet Dhari,

Operations Coordinator

Dr. Zoë Hodgson, Director, Research

Ms. Catriona Hippman, Research Program 

Manager

Dr. Kathryn Dewar, Research Program 

Manager

Ms. Arezu Moshrefzadeh, Research 

Assistant

Mr. Sean De Maio, Research Analyst

Ms. Victoria Nevmerjitskaia, Health 

Information Analyst

Dr. Arianne Albert, Biostatistician

Dr. Mike Papsdorf, Biostatistician

Ms. Erin MacRae, Acute Perinatal Program 

Research Coordinator

Ms. Shahnaz Atashband, Acute Perinatal 

Program Research Coordinator

Ms. Heather Rilkoff, Research Admin 

Assistant

Ms. Danielle Bourque, Research Assistant

Ms. Lisa Fielding, Research Assistant

Ms. Samantha Hoft, Research Assistant

Ms. Lisa Venables, HPV Trials Manager

Ms. Karen Friesen, Research Nurse

Ms. Nancy Makele, Research Nurse

Ms. Erin Moses, Research Nurse

Ms. Stephanie Gloyn, Research Assistant

Ms. Melissa Lambrecht, Research Assistant

Ms. Melanie Lam, Research Assistant

Ms. Mariana Veiga, Research Coordinator

Ms. Giulia Muraca, BC HPV Research 

Program Manager

Ms. Emily Wagner, Infection Research 

Program Manager

Ms. Julie Hadden, Research Coordinator

Ms. Kris Stephenson,

Research Coordinator

Staff

Full
Dr. Ron Abrahams
Dr. Catherine Allaire
Dr. Elizabeth Andrew
Ms. Lucy Barney
Dr. David Burdge 
Ms. Jeannette Burgunder
Dr. Blair Butler
Ms. Leslie Clough
Ms. Cheryl Davies
Dr. Joanne Douglas
Ms. Lisa Eccles
Ms. Lehe Elarar
Dr. Brian Fitzsimmons
Dr. Alain Gagnon
Ms. Kathy Gregg
Dr. Vit Gunka
Ms. Catriona Hippman
Dr. Zoë Hodgson 
Dr. Georgia Hunt
Ms. Heather Loane
Ms. Evelyn Maan
Ms. Marion Mackay-Dunn
Dr. Ruth E. Martin
Dr. Chantal Mayer
Dr. Sheona Mitchell
Dr. Deborah Money
Dr. Melanie Murray 
Dr. Wendy V. Norman
Dr. Becky Palmer
Dr. Elizabeth Peter
Dr. Neora Pick
Dr. Roanne Preston
Dr. Denise Pugash
Ms. Debbie Reid
Ms. Lenore Riddell
Dr. Amy Salmon
Ms. Lee Saxell
Dr. Julianne van Schalkwyk
Dr. Judith Soon
Dr. Patrick Thornton
Dr. Saraswathi Vedam
Ms. Lisa Venables

Ms. Emily Wagner
Dr. Cheryl Warsh
Dr. Glenys Webster
Dr. Ellen Wiebe
Dr. David Wilkie 

Associate
Dr. Jehannine Austin
Ms. Suze Berkhout
Dr. Julie Bettinger
Dr. Joan Bottorff
Dr. Lori Brotto
Mr. Darrel Cook
Dr. Helene Côté
Dr. Geoffrey Cundiff
Dr. Leanne Dahlgren
Dr. Simon Dobson
Dr. Sandra Dunn
Dr. Mary Ensom
Dr. Nichole Fairbrother
Ms. Ariadna Fernandez
Dr. Liisa Galea
Dr. M. Anne George
Ms. Dawn Hemingway
Dr. Christine Hitchcock
Dr. Patricia Janssen
Ms. Caitlin Johnston
Dr. Nane Jordan
Dr. Janusz Kazorowski
Dr. Michael C. Klein
Dr. Sharon Koehn
Dr. Mel Krajden
Dr. Yvonne Lamers
Dr. Marette Lee
Dr. Sarka Lisonkova
Dr. Robert Liston
Dr. Karen MacKinnon
Dr. Shaila Misri
Dr. Pablo Nepomnaschy
Dr. Gina Ogilvie
Dr. Jerilynn Prior
Dr. Pratibha Reebye
Dr. David Scheifele

Dr. Kate Shannon 
Dr. Farah Shroff
Ms. Laurie Smith
Dr. Gavin Stuart
Dr. Karen Tulloch
Dr. Fang Xie

Affiliate
Dr. Eliana Castillo
Dr. Alexander Chapman
Dr. Julian Christians
Dr. Andrew Coldman
Dr. Valorie Crooks
Dr. Janet Hill
Dr. Karin Humphries
Dr. Justin Jagosh
Dr. Angela Kaida
Ms. Arlene Kallos
Ms. Elisa Lloyd-Smith
Dr. Douglas Matsell
Dr. Christopher Maxwell
Dr. Kieran O’Doherty
Dr. Bernie Pauly
Dr. Gregor Reid
Dr. Mary Stephenson
Dr. Valencia Remple

Trainees
Dr. Joanna Baxter
Ms. Kyra Berg
Ms. Natasha Berntsen 
Dr. Sheila Caddy
Ms. Tessa Chaworth-Musters
Ms. Eda Karacabeyli
Mr. Daljeet Mahal
Mr. Ali Majdzadeh
Dr. Andrea Massey
Mr. Vincent Montoya
Dr. Himabindu Mulpuri
Dr. Christopher Ng
Dr. Sarah Saunders
Dr. Flora Teng
Ms. Erica Yamada

Investigators

Affiliated Research Staff
Addictions Research:

Nancy Lipsky

Contraception & Abortion Research Team:

Arezou Azampanah

Eleanor Alzona-Malabanan 

Oak Tree Clinic Research Staff:

Evelyn Maan

Elaine Fernandes

Claire Hall-Patch 

Rebecca Grahem 
Ashley Docherty
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OUR PARTNERS 

BC Women’s Hospital 
Foundation

BC Women’s Hospital Foundation is 
committed to raising funds to support 
the vital research being conducted 
at the Women’s Health Research 
Institute. The WHRI depends on 
funding from the Foundation and 
the community of philanthropists 
who support BC Women’s Hospital 
Foundation. Every dollar the 
Foundation invests in research is 
returned four times over by the 
WHRI’s gifted investigators in terms of 
its benefits to women.

To support the investigative work 
that will ultimately translate into 
better health and better health care 
for women, the Foundation raises 
funds for infrastructure, training, 
technology, research units, health 
programs and research chairs. Our 
goal is to enhance WHRI’s ability to 
develop its critical research areas. We 
think of this as an investment in the 
future of all women, not just in British 
Columbia, but around the world.

To learn more about supporting 
women’s health research, call 604-
875-2270 or visit our website: 
www.bcwomensfoundation.org

Provincial Health Services 
Authority

The first authority of its kind in 
Canada, the Provincial Health Services 
Authority (PHSA) plans, manages 
and evaluates selected speciality and 
province-wide health care services 
across B.C., working with the five 
geographic health authorities to 
deliver province-wide solutions 
that improve the health of British 
Columbians. With more than 11,000 
employees and an annual budget of 
over $1.5 billion, the PHSA operates 
provincial agencies like BC Women’s 
Hospital, plans and delivers a variety 
of specialized programs and services 
throughout the province. 

PHSA is one of the largest academic 
health organizations in Canada, 
with about 2,000 people involved 
in research activities supported by 
$180,000 million in research funding 
each year. A key element of PHSA’s 
mission is: “Advancing research and 
practically applying it to improve 
patient care, decision-making and 
planning.”, and PHSA works closely 
with partner organizations, such as 
the WHRI, to achieve this goal.

University of British Columbia

The University of British Columbia 
(UBC) is one of Canada’s largest and 
most prestigious public research and 
teaching institution and consistently 
ranks among the top 40 universities 
in the world. It offers a range of 
innovative undergraduate, graduate 
and professional programs in the arts, 
sciences, medicine, law, commerce 
and other faculties. UBC has particular 
strengths in biotechnology, ranking 
in the top 10 universities in North 
America and number one in Canada 
for commercializing research and for 
its patent activity in the life sciences.

Research is a central component of 
UBC’s mandate as a public university, 
with over 12,000 faculty and 
staff members, 8,000 graduate 
students, and a growing number 
of undergraduate researchers. UBC 
ranks among the top three Canadian 
universities in attracting research 
funding from a wide range of 
sources. In 2009-2010, for example, 
$549 million were awarded to UBC 
researchers, over 40% of whom were 
hospital-based, including many at the 
WHRI.

Stay tuned for the next 
chapter of WHRI history …
Women’s Health Research Institute 
Room B327 - 4500 Oak Street, Box 42
Vancouver, BC V6H 3N1 
Phone: 604-875-3459
Fax: 604-875-3895
whri@cw.bc.ca
www.whri.org
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Peer-reviewed papers published during the period April 1, 2010 to March 31, 2011. 

WHRI-AFFILIATED 
PUBLICATIONS 
(April 1, 2010 to March 31, 2011) 
1.  Christians jk, and Gruslin A (2010) Altered levels of 

insulin-like growth factor binding protein proteases in 

preeclampsia and intrauterine growth restriction. Prenatal 

Diagnosis 30: 815–820.
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expression of PAPPA2 does not affect birth weight in mice. 

Reproductive Biology and Endocrinology 8: 90.

3.   kaida A, Laher F, Strathdee SA, Janssen PA, Money 
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women of reproductive age in Soweto, South Africa: 

The influence of expanding access to HAART in an HIV 

hyper-endemic setting. American Journal of Public Health, 

2011:101;350-8. 
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Chemicals, Health & Pregnancy Study (CHirP), Maternal 

Child Health Journal  2011: doi 10.1007/s10995-010-

0739-8. 

5.   Lisonkova S, Sheps S, janssen P, Lee S, Dahlgren L, 

MacNab Y. Birth outcomes among older mothers in rural 
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Health 2010;doi10.1111/].1748-0361.2010.00332.

6.   Lisonkova S, Sheps S, janssen P, Lee S, Dahlgren 

L. Effect of older maternal age on birth outcomes in 
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2010;doi10.1038/jp2010.114.

7.   janssen P, klein M.  Time for improved standards for 

studies of home birth. American Journal of Obstetrics and 

Gynecology, 2010:203;e11-e12.
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Canada 2010:32:541-548.

10.   Anema A, Au-Yeung CG, Joffres M, kaida A, 
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M, Hogg RS, Soon CN, Miller CL, Gray G. Conversations 

with mothers: Exploring reasons for prevention of 
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and Behavior. 2011 January 01. [Epub ahead of print. doi: 

10.1007/s10461-010-9875-9].

12.   kaida A, Laher F, Strathdee SA, Money D, janssen 

PA, Hogg RS, Gray G. Contraceptive use and method 

preference among women in Soweto, South Africa: The 
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services. PLoS ONE 2010; 5(11): e13868. doi:10.1371/

journal.pone.0013868.

13.   Oteng B Marra F, Lynd LD,  Ogilvie G, Patrick D, 

Marra CA. Evaluating societal preferences for human 

papillomavirus vaccine and cervical smear test screening 

programme. Sexually Transmitted Infections Feb 2011, 

Vol. 87, pp. 52-57.

14.   Blasig A, Wagner EC, Pi D, Bigham M, Remple 

VP, Craib KJP, Doyle P, Dobson S, Yoshida EM, Patrick 

D, Krajden M, Money D and the BC HCV Vertical 

Transmission Study Group. Hepatitis C Infection Among 

Pregnant Women in British Columbia: Reported Prevalence 

and Critical Appraisal of Current Prenatal Screening 

Methods. Canadian Journal of Public Health; 102(2); 98-

102.

15.   Buresi MC, Lee J, Gill S, Kong JM, Money DM, Yoshida 

EM. Hepatitis C Vertical Transmission Study Group. The 

prevalence of gestational diabetes mellitus and glucose 

abnormalities in pregnant women with hepatits C virus 

infection in BC. Journal of Obstetrics & Gynaecology 

Canada, Oct. 2010; 32 (10): 935-941.

16.   Castillo E, Money D. Viral Infections in Pregnancy 

other than Human Immunodeficiency virus (book 

chapter); de Swiet’s Medical Disorders in Obstetric Practice, 

5th edition, Blackwell Publications

17.   Chang SC. Woo JS. Gorzalka BB. Brotto LA. A 

questionnaire study of cervical cancer screening beliefs 
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pairs living in Canada. Journal of Obstetrics & Gynaecology 

Canada, 2010 Mar; 32(3):254-62.

18.   Cornut G, Gagnon S, Hankins C, Money D, Pourreaux 

K, Franco E, Coutlée F. Polymorphism of the capsid L1 gene 

of Human papillomavirus types 31, 33 and 35. Journal of 

Medical Virology, 2010 Jul; 82(7): 1168-78.

19.   Hill jE, Fernando WM, Zello GA, Tyler RT, Dahl WJ, 

Van Kessel AG. Improvement of the representation of 

bifidobacteria in fecal microbiota metagenomic libraries by 

application of the cpn60 universal primer cocktail.Applied 

Environmental Microbiology, 2010 Jul.; 76(13): 4550-2.

20.   krajden M. Cook D. Yu A. Chow R. Mei W. McNeil 

S. Money D. Dionne M. Karunakaran KP. Palefsky JM. 

Dobson S. Ogilvie G. Petric M. Human Papillomavirus 

16 (HPV 16) and HPV 18 Antibody Responses Measured 

by Pseudovirus Neutralization and Competitive Luminex 

Assays in a Two- versus Three-Dose HPV Vaccine Trial. 

Clinical and Vaccine Immunology, 2011 Mar; 18(3): 418-

423.

21.   Melnikow J. Kulasingam S. Slee C. Helms LJ. 

Kuppermann M. Birch S. McGahan CE. Coldman A. 

Chan BK. Sawaya GF. Surveillance after treatment for 

cervical intraepithelial neoplasia: outcomes, costs, and 

cost-effectiveness. Obstetrics & Gynecology, 2010 Nov; 

116(5):1158-70.

22.   Ogilvie G, Anderson M, Marra F., McNeil S, Pielak 

K, Dawar M, McIvor M, Ehlen T, Dobson S, Money D, 

Patrick DM, Naus M. A population-based evaluation of a 

publicly funded, school-based HPV vaccine program in 

British Columbia, Canada: Parental factors associated with 

HPV vaccine receipt. PLoS Medicine, 2010 May 4; 7(5): 

e1000270.

23.   Schellenberg J, Links MG, Hill jE, Hemmingsen 

SM, Peters GA, Dumonceaux TJ. Pyrosequencing of 

chaperonin-60 (cpn60) amplicons as a means of 

determining microbial community composition. Methods 

in Molecular Biology, 2011; 733:143-58.

24.   Van Schalkwyk j, Van Eyk N; SOGC Infectious 

Diseases Committee [D Money]. Antibiotic prophylaxis in 

obstetric procedures. Journal of Obstetrics & Gynaecology, 
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26.   Xie F, Hu Y, Speert DP, Turvey SE, Pend G, Money 

DM, Magee LA, von Dadelszen P; Toxaemia Study Group. 
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34.   Wilkie, D. et al.., 2010 (Nov), Recurrent urinary tract 
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procedures for pelvic organ prolapse, JOGC SOGC Clinical 
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V, MacRae GS, Payne SP, Hodgson ZG, 2010 (Sep), An 
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